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The Council for Research in Values and Philosophy is proud to
present the 6™ Volume in Series V “Latin Amerca.” part of its “Cultural
Heritage and_ Contemporary Change™ publication project which is now
approaching 240 volumes. “The full text of the many studies is available
online at wwnw.crvp.org,

A special word of gratitude goes out to Professor H, Daniel Dei for
Hhis efforts in organizing the project and for his editorial assistance. His own
contribution in Chapter One, The Ontological Condition of Humanity in the
21" Century: Perspective from Ibero-America, sets the thematic tone for the
subsequent contributions, most of which offer critical reflections on the
important and complex issues raised by Professor Dei. As the reader may
zuess, the plethora of direct and indirect topics sugeested in the fitle . Nt
World are rich indeed and may be related in different ways 1o what Dei
expresses in the introduction when he wites: the “expression. ' New
World', in the title of this book maintains the semantic richness implicd in
the name of a continent, namely, the need of a new planctary meaning sense
what it means to be human—something which is vet to be fulfilled.

Throughout the present work. one senses among the authors not

passionate commitment 1o building a better humanity. b their
deep convictions regarding the possibility of contributing to such a lofty
oal. At times, one also encounters what may be called just anger at the
many injustices taking place in “their” part of the continent in the name of
progress. But these are accompanied and supported by thoughtful and self-
reflections that bear the mark of authenticity and promise substantial

eric
contributions indeed towards the “New World™ desired by all peaples of
good will,

Edvward J. Alam
General Secretary
The Council for Research in Values and Philasaphy
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